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after four and a half years. But the teachers had little idea of handling this human material. Many of the old Prussian naval officers therefore went their own way or became cranks; at the best they were self-taught My year, however, was favoured: we had excellent superiors, to whom I look back with gratitude. Admiral Batsch was our commander at that time. It is said with some justice that it depends upon the way cadets are handled in the first year whether the crew turns out well or not.
Duty centred in the main in learning how to handle rigging. The art of navigation as evolved through the centuries required long training for officers and ratings. As was usual in the days of sailing ships, we had adventures on many occasions during our training voyages, which made us understand the days of Marryat and Nelson as though we had seen them ourselves.
It was seldom that the paths of the Prussian Navy crossed those of Prussian politics. When it did happen, it was generally in the way related to us by those who took part in the voyage of the Gazelle to Japan in 1864. A German ship had gone ashore in the neighbourhood of Yokohama, and had been looted. The commander of the Gazelle, Captain von Bothmer, went thither with a landing party to protect it. On the way he met a daimio who demanded kowtow. Our commander refused. The daimio was surrounded by 3,000 Japanese knights in steel armour, with lowered heads, and arms crossed over their swords. Fi-